PGA convergence 2002 


People’s Global Action (PGA) is a world¬ 
wide network that works towards a dura¬ 
ble, peaceful, social, borderless and 
directly democratic alternative to capital¬ 
ism and all systems of oppression. A small 
group of activists met in Wellington on 29 
July to begin planning this year’s conver¬ 
gence. A date has been set (the weekend of 
8-ioth November) but not a venue as yet. 

Planned sessions include indigenous 
kaupapa; state militarism and para- 
militarism; defence and recognition of 
self-determination and land sovereignty 
of all people; strategising against privat¬ 


isations; campaigns to construct altern¬ 
ative models to the capitalist system; 
Indymedia; GE and the environment. 

The Wellington Anti Capitalist All-sorts 
(for want of a better word to describe the 
informal Wellies networks) are calling on 
the different Aotearoa movements who 
have an affinity with the PGA hallmarks to 
converge in Wellington. Last year’s con¬ 
vergence was more info dissemination 
based, but this year we are looking at 
having a more strategy based conver¬ 
gence. Please contact W((i))ndy (address 
below) if you’d like to help. 


A Last Word...The Real and Rational Fear 


In an election campaign hugely influenced 
by fears - of crime, of Maori self-determi¬ 
nation, of foreigners - themselves all 
products of a society in decline - the 
major and real fear of capitalism in deep 
crisis was never mentioned. Yet this is the 
clear and present danger. 

We have all the signs of the system in dire 
straits. In Capital Volume 3 Marx listed 
these as overproduction, speculation, 
crises, surplus capital and surplus people. 
From time to time capitalism has created 
these, ending up in a tangle of too many 
goods produced compared with the 
capacity of people to buy. But in our day 
we have had a general crisis of this kind 
since the 1970s, with the greatest effect 
on the larger aggregations of capital as 
well as millions of the world’s workers. To 
Marx’s list we can add rabid competition, 
globalisation and corruption as signs of 
what we continue to go through. Just read 
the daily papers. 

Last century saw the response of capital 
to temporary or local crises of this 
kind - in fascism, nazism, the rule of the 


generals. Now with a seemingly perman¬ 
ent and deep crisis we have to look for 
capital’s modern dictatorial response. The 
war economy of Bush, its bolstering of 
capital by public funds and war produc¬ 
tion, along with the maiming of civil 
liberties, the use of genocide and torture - 
these are just beginnings of what we can 
expect. Those who want people’s power 
have to quickly make this situation known 
and be prepared to outline a positive 
alternative that people can relate to. 
Protest is not enough. In such times we 
have to create with the people the destina¬ 
tion where we want to go, or we give up 
the fight by default. Jim Delahunty 


W((i))ndy prints your voice so speak up! 
Send articles, opinions, or questions to: 

wellington@indymedia.org 

To receive W((i))ndy Volumes (12 Issues) 
send a suggested donation of $10 (or 
more...cheques can be made out to Windy) 
W((i))ndy 

P.O. Box 6387, Wellington 
Windy meets Wednesdays, 6-7:3opm, 289 
Cuba Street, Come and Contribute!! 
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As the general election looms, 
haven’t you noticed that it has 
become a stage-managed circus? 
Public relations experts endlessly 
try to spin our reality for us. 
Instead of listening to people, the 
only aim of politicians seems to 
be to get that 
five-second 
spot on tele¬ 
vision. And as 
the election 
becomes a 
spectacle, the 
major differ¬ 
ences between 
parties become 
ones of person¬ 
ality and rhet¬ 
oric rather 
than sub¬ 
stance. To me, 
voting in the election is no more 
empowering than voting for pop 
stars - whoever puts on the best 
show wins. They’re all pretty 
much selling the same thing. 

After years of savage New Right 
economics, most of us face de¬ 
clining living standards, longer 
work hours for less pay, real 
poverty, the constant threat of 
unemployment, a disastrous 
health system and an under¬ 
funded, demoralised education 
system. The rich have got much 
richer at our expense. Political 


parties have responded to this 
onslaught by ignoring us: they have 
all shifted to the right to serve the 
needs of the rich! National and Labour 
are now so similar they should 
probably join into one party. The 
Greens seem to be a single issue (gen¬ 
etic engineering) 
middle-class 
party devoid of 
any genuine con¬ 
cern for poverty 
or powerlessness. 

As each party 
seemingly be¬ 
comes more pro¬ 
business than 
each other, our 
needs become 
more overlooked. 

What power do 
we have when the 
only say that we get in how our 
society is run, is a choice between a 
few nearly identical parties every 
three years? No matter who we vote 
for, we have no say in any of the 
major decisions that affect our lives. 
We have no say in how our workplaces 
or communities are run, we have no 
control over the distribution of our 
society’s wealth. 

Elections are supposed to be how the 
ordinary person has a say in the 
running of society. Yet it seems that 
somebody else has already made all of 
(continued on next page) 



Freedom Fighters’ Future Functions 

- Anti-‘Bypass’Action benefit gig, Bodega, Sat. 3 August 9.30 pm $8/10. 
Dead Vicious, mr sterile assembly, Rod Johnson Experience (ska/reggae, 

- Anti-GE meeting, Tapu te Ranga Marae, 30 Aug.-1 Sept. Contact 
MAdGE Tel. 04 801 7121 Email: capitalmadge@paradise.net.nz 
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the important decisions - without asking us. 

If we want to have any say in the running 
of society, I reckon we need to get active, 
organise and fight for ourselves. We need to 
take on where real power lies in our 
capitalist society - not in parliament but 
with the filthy rich bosses such as Stephen 
Tindall of The Warehouse. 

Unfortunately, changing capitalism is 
much more difficult than simply going out 
to vote every few years. It means organising 
in such a way that everybody has a say over 
the decisions that affect them. It means 
refusing to accept what the government or 
bosses tell you to do and taking direct action 


On Monday 29 July at Athena College, 
Willis Street, the Peace Action Wellington 
group held a forum on the role of the 
media in the ‘war against terrorism’. 
About 25 people attended, nearly all of 
them having mainstream or independent 
media backgrounds. 

Alastair Thompson, of the independent 
Scoop website, said that the Afghan war 
was probably the first war to be covered 
extensively by the internet, and this had 
forced the mainstream media to work 
harder and do a better job. Nevertheless, 
most mainstream outlets like Reuters and 
CNN relied on US government propagan¬ 
da about the war. US Defense Department 
press releases sometimes backfired, for 
example the pictures released by the 
department of Al-Qaeda prisoners being 
treated contrary to international con¬ 
ventions. 

Alastair said he rarely paid attention to 
the mainstream media, which consisted 
largely of rubbish, for example the new- 
look tabloid style Dominion Post which 
featured ‘Bill Clinton and the Kiwi Blonde’ 
on its front page the previous Saturday. 


in our workplaces and communities instead. 

Whether you participate in a protest, help to 
produce an alternative news service, or 
disobey an unjust law, you are taking the 
power into your own hands, not waiting for 
somebody else to do it for you. In Aotearoa, 
this resistance is growing, from a variety of 
groups and networks: student and teacher 
wildcat strikers, Indymedia, the Ngawha 
protesters in Northland, Water Pressure in 
Auckland, and Anti-‘Bypass’ Action in 
Wellington. Toby 

(Note: this was written before the election 
was held.) 


Jill Ovens, lecturer in journalism at the 
Auckland Institute of Technology, is a New 
Zealander who trained in journalism at 
Kansas University in the 1980s. She said 
that the public are being prepared for an 
invasion of Iraq and pointed out the 
double-speak used by the US propaganda 
machine. For example, accusing Iraq of 
developing weapons of mass destruction 
when the US has manufactured and stored 
such weapons on its own territory and 
elsewhere in the world for decades. 
Afghanistan was accused of training and 
harbouring terrorists, but many South 
American terrorists had been trained at 
the School of the Americas run by the US. 

‘Common sense’ has been given as the 
reason for New Zealand’s supporting anti¬ 
terrorist legislation and providing SAS 
troops for the ‘war on terrorism’. The 
calling of an early election may have been 
linked to this war, as it effectively got rid 
of the dissenting Alliance MPs. The ‘war on 
terrorism’ was not mentioned during the 
election campaign, during which most of 
the public were dependent on the main¬ 
stream media, especially television, for 


their participation in election issues. The 
televised leaders debate looked stage- 
managed and members of the audience 
who asked questions appeared to be 
stooges. There was a mediocre level of 
debate and the event was judged by too 
undecided voters. It bore out Chomsky’s 
view that the media exist to 
provide a diversion. 

During the election campaign 
the entertainment function 
was to the fore and the 
campaign was largely about 
personalities. (Ironically, 
under the MMP system a large 
number of MPs were elected 
who were unknown to the 
public because the media had 
ignored them.) 

The Auckland Herald printed 
no letters about the war, while 
the Dominion printed only 
one or two. Even the Alliance 
party didn’t raise the issue of the war on 
terrorism, despite the issue having split 
the party. 

The New Zealand media don’t employ 
foreign correspondents and rely on 
Reuters and other mainstream agencies, 
being dependent on what international 
media decide is the main story. There is 
cultural bias in the New Zealand media, 
for example emphasis on white miners 
trapped underground in the US. This story 
would have far less prominence if it was 
Chinese miners. There is lack of invest¬ 
igation and scepticism about stories, for 
example Helen Clark being presented with 
a pristine New Zealand flag which was 
supposed to have been found in the rubble 
of the Twin Towers. The Twin Towers 
destruction was covered ad nauseam, but 
if the bombing of Afghanistan had 
received the same relentless coverage, 


most people in the West would have called 
for the war to be halted. 

Mainstream media use a narrow range of 
sources which are seen as authoritative, 
but have no independent means of 
checking the veracity of these sources. It 
has been said that ‘news without context is 
propaganda’. The New 
Zealand mainstream media 
present news without 
context or commentary. 
Much of the international 
news is ‘re-digested CNN 
coverage’. 

Kieran Monaghan and Jevan 
Knows talked about Indy¬ 
media, which began in 1999 
at the WTO protest and is 
now represented in inter¬ 
national decentralised 
groups of volunteers running 
local independent media 
centres, Windymedia being 
one. There are also Aotearoa Independent 
Media groups in Otautahi (Christchurch), 
Auckland, Dunedin, Nelson and Hamilton. 

Indymedia has an editorial policy of 
open publishing by individuals, with some 
restrictions on content (e.g. racism, 
sexism, double postings). Jevan pointed 
out that if the information you are fed by 
media is biased, then you can’t form your 
own opinions. Advertisers may decide 
what stories get published in the main 
media. The solution is for all of us to 
‘become the media’. Indymedia and other 
such sites are very helpful and encourag¬ 
ing for activists, publicising protests and 
events around the world, many of which 
receive cursory or no coverage in news¬ 
papers and television. For example, the 
anti-war protest in Cuba Mall, Wellington, 
on 20 April which drew 200-300 people 
but went unreported. KS 


The Great Media Swindle 




